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Take Home Essay

Essay question: The following quote by Charles Dickens is said to “capture the contradictory experiences of adolescence”; would you agree?

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way...”
 As the idea understood from this quotation of Charles Dickens; every individual has its own experiences in different perspectives, when they were young. Adolescents always have the capability of trying a new experience however the action they do is crazy or not. The reason is obvious that young people can not differentiate the action they are willing to do is right or wrong. Shortsighted teenagers usually encounters with some difficulties throughout their early life due to unplanned actions, caused by their environment. Accordingly, the author of this quotation Charles Dickens tries to mention the same idea with this. 
Experiences can be obtained as the ages pass, and it becomes developed accordingly with the tests taken in a whole life. Elders that have these some sort of experiences are the expert of life, and they find the capability of differentiating the rights and wrongs with its self. That’s why youth without a sufficient experience can not actualize this sort of differentiations, and this situation leads them to live every single happiness or especially sadness with an extreme way. Both happiness and sadness occurs in extreme, but the consequences of sadness can be pretty devastating for a young person. As it was mentioned; youngsters are shortsighted people that can not generate any future due to insufficient experience. According to this point, when youngsters do the wrong thing, mostly they encounter with the family and other environmental pressures that triggering stressfulness. As it was mentioned in the article of The Myth of Adolescent: Jeffrey Jensen Arnett, the Research Professor in the Department of Psychology at Clark University; states that storm and stress is a universal adolescent experience but also strongly refuting this view of adolescence (1999). From this perspective, youth is experiencing the stress by means of experiencing the wrong choices. 
When the responses of youth are observed, usually they perform both sadness and happiness at its peak, in an extreme level than its used to be normally. Again, the significance with this point is the shortsightedness of youth, which usually causes enormous depressions. Teenagers do not have the capability of predicting how incidents can last, weather as wanted or not, as the nature of being young.  As it mentioned before, the fundamental source of these hyper-level depressions, is family and other environmental pressures. In the story of Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been? the main character Connie expresses the same kind of attitude. Mother of Connie is a woman that is always noticing her daughter Connie; and this situation irritates Connie in an extreme way. Mother always indicates her sister as a good model for her to be as like. Connie the teenager girl of the story says about her mother to her friends that “she makes me want to throw up sometimes” (Oates, 1970). As seen in here, a teenager girl, not only did not show any tolerance to her mother when she was criticized by her mother, but also displayed a character that insulting indirectly to her. 
Another example about this subheading that involves the behavior extremity of youth is the movie called “Virgins of Suicide”. Again, audience is witnessing the rigid responses of youth by the authoritarian attitudes of mother. The mother called Mrs. Lisbon, forces her daughter Lux to burn her rock records as a punishment, as a result of not coming home on time, in the night. After then; as Lux actualize the her suicide by leaving the car running in the garage, poisoning (2000). This was one of the other examples of extreme behaviors of the teenagers. Therefore, the example teenagers Lux and Connie are both experienced the common unwanted by means of the stress enhancing attitudes of their parents, again in an extreme way.
Surely, there are some other circumstances that forcing teenagers to have different experiences without making any claim about its results, but what can these be? Actually, the obvious mode is media, which is directly addressing young groups of people. Media has such a wide spectrum that can take the interest of any child or young person; making publications and broadcastings that leads the audience less tolerant and making person more inclined to make violence. And this also makes the overall situation disastrous, when it is imagined that youngsters are shortsighted people. According to a research about this issue that: “The majority of this research has been centered, predictably enough, on the question of whether watching violence on screen will lead individuals to be aggressive in real life” (Gauntlett, 2002). As stated in the previous clause, teenagers are becoming more aggressive in real life which means they become more likely inclined to make actions in order to have various experiences, mostly without considering the outcomes.
Teenagers are the ones that do not have the capability of prediction which makes them shortsighted, exposed to the results of their experiences that they had throughout their life. Adolescence is a challenging period of time that people have the passion of exploring, and because of its nature people at these ages are inexperienced that can not make any guesses. Youth is defined as the period of transformation time that person shows extreme way of behaviors, which are contributed by the social pressures of the environmental factors. But also, media is also the contributing source of making all these young people tolerant, that leads them to have experiences without considering their outcomes.
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